English 12
Gronow


Music as Poetry Assignment
TASK: Choose a song (from any time period) and, in a written report, analyze this song for both figurative language, poetic devices and overall meaning.
GUIDELINES:

The song must have poetic merit, which means:

· It must use figures of speech and poetic devices
· It must require interpretation. In other words, the song’s meaning must not be entirely obvious and simplistic.
· The first section of your response should be titled “Artist and Song Information.” This section should be between 150 - 200 words long. Include the following in your interpretation:

· Artist (who performed the song)

· Songwriter (who wrote the song’s lyrics –not always the same as the performing artist) 

· Year of release and album it appeared on
· Genre of music
· Success following its release (sales, awards, chart success, etc)
· The second section of your response should be titled “Interpretation” and, using properly-formatted paragraphs provide a detailed explanation of the song’s MEANING. This section should be between 200-250 words long. Include the following in your interpretation:

· The significance of the song’s title

· Who the speaker/narrator is in your response (who’s telling the story ex: a guy or girl who has just been dumped)

· The song’s tone and how it contributes to the meaning

· The song’s overall theme/message

· The third section of your response should be titled “Figurative Language and Poetic Devices” and, using properly-formatted paragraphs provide an analysis of the figures of speech used in the song’s lyrics. This section should be between 200-250 words long. Include the following in this section:

· Identification of a minimum of 5 figures of speech used in your song (highlight the lyrics AND quote the line when making reference to the words in your essay)

· Explanation of why you think that the songwriter chose to use each of these figures of speech in their song (remember, in poetry every single word “counts”)

· You must include a copy of the lyrics with your written report

· Time will be allocated in the computer lab and the due date for the project is __________________________________________
Music as Poetry Assignment

Evaluation

Name:__________________________  

Artist Information (who performed the song, name of the songwriter, album, year of release, chart information and success)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Language  (grammar, spelling, punctuation, word usage, word choice, writing is flawless)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Narrative  (accurate identification of speaker in song, tone of song as expressed through the music and lyrics, songs overall theme/message/meaning is clearly identified)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Content (Interesting and original choice of song, has a depth of meaning that distinguishes it from more simplistic musical pieces, analysis of song is insightful which lends itself to a complex interpretation of the lyrics, explanation of song title)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Word Count (Artist info 150-200, Interpretation 200 – 250 words, Figurative language 200 – 250)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Format (multi-paragraphed – sections are divided into interpretation and figurative language)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5

Finished Work (Includes song lyrics, figurative language in the song are highlighted and identified)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5
Work Habits (Used class time effectively, stayed on task, handed in on January 25th 2013)

0                    1                   2                      3                   4                           5
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